Abstract. The small brushwoods ("tomillares " ) of the semiarid zones of SE Spain, domi nated by suffruticose chamephytes and nanophanerophytes, are very rich in endemic and Iberian-Mauritanian plants which are only found in this part of the European continent.
Introduction
SE Spain presents large tracts of land with a semiarid ombrotype (RIVAS MARTINEZ 1997) , in which are found many plant communities with the closest relationships to the North African ones in the whole of We stern Europe (ALCARAZ 1984; ALCARAZ et al. 1989 ALCARAZ et al. , 1991a ALCARAZ et al. , 1991 PEINADO et al. 1992) .
